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Global Fisheries
Beautifully
Illustrated &
Mapped
 May 3, 2018  Recent Research  �shery science, open data, world �sheries

A new paper out in Marine Policy ($) gorgeously illustrates global �sheries over the past

150 years. The �gures tell the story and are cool as hell (spoiler—we saved the best for

last):

How much �sh has been caught annually?

http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/2018/05/03/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/category/fisheries-bulletin/recent-research/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/fishery-science/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/open-data/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/world-fisheries/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X18300605
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/


4/7/2018 Global Fisheries Beautifully Illustrated & Mapped - Sustainable Fisheries UW

http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/global-fisheries-beautifully-illustrated-mapped/ 2/9

Estimated landings in industrial �shing over time. Global catch in million metric tons.

The surge in landings a�er 1950 is mostly due to the fact that the United Nations Food

and Agriculture Organization (FAO) started recording landings then; catches before 1950

were probably much higher than indicated in the �gure, but data is sparse.

Global reported catch has been hovering around 80 million metric tons for the past 30+

years, with proportional amounts of discards and illegal, unreported, and unregulated

(IUU) �shing.

Industrial �shing vs non-industrial

http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/seafood-101/iuu-fishing/
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Estimated Industrial vs non-industrial catch since 1950. Global catch in million metric tons.

Non-industrial �shing includes subsistence, recreational, and some small-scale �shing.

All �shing since 1950s

Global catch in million metric tons

What kind of �sh is caught?
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Major groups of �sh caught since 1850. Global catch in million metric tons.

Much of the small pelagic �sh like sardines and anchovy are turned into �shmeal to feed

livestock and farmed �sh. Demersal �sh are �sh that live near the bottom of the ocean

like cod.

How is �sh caught?

Global catch by gear type in million metric tons.

For in-depth descriptions of each type of �shing gear, check out our explainer in

Seafood 101.

Who is catching the �sh?

http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/seafood-101/commercial-fishing-methods/
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Proportion of total global catch by country. E.g, modern day China catches the most �sh.

This �gure shows the emergence of Asia as a major player in global �sheries.

Where is �sh caught?

Geographical representation of where �sh is caught. Areas shaded by amount of catch in metric tons.
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This is one of the coolest �gures we’ve ever seen. You can see that areas with lower catch

(like the high seas) correlate to areas with lower primary productivity—we go into

further detail about primary productivity and �sheries here, in Seafood 101. A few weeks

ago a di�erent paper was published in Science that mapped the “footprint” of �sheries,

essentially showing where �shing boats travel in the ocean. The paper was criticized for

failing to show what the above �gure shows clearly: how much �sh is caught where. This

is the true map of global �sheries.

The dataset used to create all these �gures and maps are available to the public here.

Max Mossler
Max is an expert in environmental perception & policy. He is the

managing editor at Sustainable Fisheries UW.
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Your thoughts?

2 thoughts on “Global Fisheries Beautifully Illustrated & Mapped”

Thanks for the great work. This brings a tremendous amount of data to our �nger

tips.We have passed this to many of the folks here in Morro Bay. Dr. Hilborn and UW

have out done themselves. 

Jeremiah O’Brien 

MBCFO

Reply

JEREMIAH O'BRIEN

MAY 5, 2018 AT 8:56 PM

http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/seafood-101/where-does-seafood-come-from/
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/359/6378/904
http://ecomarres.com/?page_id=945
https://twitter.com/maxmossler
https://twitter.com/maxmossler
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Fantastic Data especially Industrial �shing vs Non Industrial. I think TAS state

government and Federal Govt in Australia should see this.

Reply

Leave a Reply 
Enter your comment here...Enter your comment here...

Follow us:

  

Recent Posts

AP Investigation into Sea to Table Raises Questions
July 3, 2018

New database gets us closer to understanding environmental impacts of food
June 20, 2018

Eating Plants & Seafood
June 13, 2018

A closer look at the environmental costs of food
June 11, 2018

KIRSTY DORAN

MAY 22, 2018 AT 3:55 AM

http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/feed
https://twitter.com/sustainfishuw
https://www.facebook.com/SustainableFisheriesUW
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/sea-to-table-investigation/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/environmental-impacts-of-food-database/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/eating-plants-and-seafood/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/environmental-costs-of-food/
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Two �shery scientists help explain allometric vs isometric scaling in �shery management
June 4, 2018

Fish will migrate as temperatures warm, putting �sheries at risk
May 30, 2018

Number of over�shed U.S. stocks at an all-time low
May 25, 2018

MPAs will su�er, along with the rest of the ocean, as the planet warms
May 14, 2018

Explore more:
adaptive management aquaculture Australia brexit bycatch catch reconstructions catch

shares climate change cod commercial �shing conservation eu �sheries fact check

�shery economics Fishery feature �shery science food food waste Gri�n Carpenter

Gulf of Mexico Hilborn interview justice management marine conservation

marine mammals media mpa ocean optimism over�shing policy politics red

snapper research Salmon science �ght Seafood 101 small-scale �shing

sustainability trawling trump tuna UK usa world �sheries

http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/two-fishery-scientists-help-explain-allometric-vs-isometric-scaling-in-fishery-management/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/fish-will-migrate-as-temperatures-warm/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/number-of-overfished-us-stocks-at-an-all-time-low/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/mpas-will-suffer-along-with-the-rest-of-the-ocean-as-the-planet-warms/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/adaptive-management/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/aquaculture/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/australia/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/brexit/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/bycatch/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/catch-reconstructions/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/catch-shares/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/climate-change/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/cod/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/commercial-fishing/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/conservation/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/eu-fisheries/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/fact-check/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/fishery-economics/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/fishery-feature/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/fishery-science/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/food/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/food-waste/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/griffin-carpenter/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/gulf-of-mexico/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/hilborn/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/interview/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/justice/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/management/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/marine-conservation/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/marine-mammals/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/media/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/mpa/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/ocean-optimism/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/overfishing/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/policy/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/politics/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/red-snapper/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/research/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/salmon/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/science-fight/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/seafood-101/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/small-scale-fishing/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/sustainability/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/trawling/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/trump/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/tuna/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/uk/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/usa/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/tag/world-fisheries/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/
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Contact us

http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/feed/
https://twitter.com/SustainFishUW
https://www.facebook.com/SustainableFisheriesUW
http://sustainablefisheries-uw.org/contact

